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“schappo macht Schule”  (schappo goes to school)
BY BRIGITTA HÄNGGI

14 years ago, then Basel-Stadt 
Regierungsrat Hans Martin Tschudi 
launched the “schappo”. This award 
recognizes voluntary organizations for 
their exemplary work, dedication and 
contributions to Canton Basel-Stadt. In 
2017 Centrepoint proudly received this 
award. 

The people in the Office of Coordination 
for Voluntary Work support and endorse 
voluntary work with this award and 
also develop broader voluntarism in 
our Canton. Qualitative support, special 
events and educational programs that 
address new and longtime volunteers 
are other concrete examples of how the 
office works to keep voluntary activities 
thriving and to showcase rewarding 
opportunities for the general public in 
Basel. 

Joëlle Perret, Head of the Coordination 
Office in the Presidential Department 
since 2016, is quite aware that 
organizations and associations are well 
deserving of recognition and support. 
They provide tremendous quality to our 
city and give unlimited hours delivering 
programs for the needy, the young, the 
sick, the elderly and newcomers, just to 
mention a few.

But it is individuals who stand on 
the front line. Therefore, in 2014 
an additional recognition prize was 
developed, the small “schappo” Pin. 
Private individuals can apply at the 
Volunteer Office to have this recognition 
Pin sent to someone living in the Canton 
of Basel-Stadt who perhaps has been a 
supportive neighbor, a constant friend 
in need, a parent who always keeps an 
eye out for neighborhood kids or simply 
a giving person. There are countless 
favors people do quietly in unspectacular 
ways. Why not say thank you with this 

small schappo? Several members of 
Centrepoint have already been bestowed 
with this honor and have been greatly 
touched by being thought of this way.  
http://www.meinschappo.ch

And now comes yet another bigger step. 
Within the concept of “schappo macht 
Schule”, the promotion of volunteer work 
and the learning of democratic ideals 
are being inserted into the classroom. 
“Service Learning - Learning through 
Engagement” is the relevant teaching 
method. Here in Switzerland it is being 
promoted by the Service Learning 
Schweiz Center with financing by Migros-
Kulturprozent, which embodies Migros’ 
voluntary commitment to society. This 
method provides the basic guidelines 
for “schappo macht Schule”. Its process 
entails five learning blocks, including 
Introduction, Peer to peer exchange, 
Identifying and developing a rough plan, 
Realization of project and Evaluation. 

Joëlle Perret has received a commitment 
from 11 classes within the Basel school 
system to participate in a pilot project 
designed to integrate community service 
into classroom education within such 
subjects as Nature, Society, Ethics or 
Community. Students are asked to 
formulate possibilities for successful 
community living and/or to appreciate 
the feelings, rights and needs of others.

Sixty students at Theobald Baerwart 
Sekundarschule in Kleinbasel were the 
first to finish the project.  

The young 
people had 
only one 
week to 
accomplish 
this project 

and implemented several small and 
inspiring ideas. At a bake sale five 
boys raised CHF 800 and donated it 
to support services for the homeless 
provided by Schwarzer Peter, a local 
charity. Other youth developed their 
own homepage for neighborhood 
assistance. A third group helped out in a 
childcare center while yet another baked 
afternoon snacks with small children and 
shared them with residents in a home for 
the elderly.

I sat down with Joëlle and asked her to 
explain her new project in some more 
detail.

Horizon: Why this project and what is 
the goal?

Perret: In schools we can reach every 
child. They will learn about commitment 
and responsibility to the community, 
they will see themselves as important 
within our society and they will come to 
understand democratic action. These are 
all important tools for their future and 
can be learned through assignments in 
our schools. The earlier a human being 
learns to participate in common welfare, 
the more he or she stays involved 
throughout their lifetime.

Horizon: Are there monetary incentives 
with the pilot project?

Perret: Yes, each class has the 
oportunity to secure up to CHF500 for 
materials they use for their projects. This 
cost is mostly covered by sponsors.

Horizon: How would “schappo macht 
Schule” fit to Lehrplan 21, the school 
curriculum for the German-speaking 
region of Switzerland, which was adapted 
by Basel? 

Perret: The Lehrplan 21 outlines the 
content for education policy legitimized 
by society for the public schools. It sets 
the goals for teaching at all levels of 
public education and is a planning tool 
for teachers, schools and education 
authorities. It describes competencies 
to be achieved in elementary and 
secondary school. Volunteering is clearly 
part of learning, but is not yet part of 
compulsory education.

Horizon: Have you had feedback from 
teachers?

Perret: I took part in a teacher’s 
conference and received a very welcome 
reception for the concept of Service 
Learning. This does not take much extra 
work for teachers; the students work out 
the project and I myself, the Junior Red 
Cross, the Kinderbüro Basel and GGG 
have also commited support to assist 
in the project. Of course, there is also 
the hope that parents will listen and be 
part of our effort. Better yet, parents 
will follow their children and volunteer 
themselves.

This is still a work in progress. The pilot 
will conclude in the summer of 2019.

http://www.schappo.bs.ch 
http://www.schappo.bs.ch/schappo_
macht_schule.html 
https://www.xhochherz.ch/
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